UND ER STAND IN G T HE # IRAN DE A L
Congress will vote on the Iran Deal in September. Here are some basics you need to know:
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The deal dramatically shrinks Iran’s nuclear program.

Iran is retiring most of its centrifuges, shipping out most of its uranium stockpile, and
reducing how highly it enriches uranium. Iran is also converting its plutonium reactor to
operate exclusively for research. The deal increases Iran’s “breakout time” to develop
the fuel for a nuclear weapon from 2-3 months to a year or more.

Inspectors will have the access they need.

Inspectors have 24/7 access to Iran’s nuclear facilities. Iran also has to grant
inspectors access to other suspicious sites within a maximum of 24 days, if
the U.S. and Europeans demand it. With access, inspectors can detect nuclear
material not only days but many years after nuclear activities took place. If Iran
blocks access, the U.S. and EU can snap sanctions back into place.

This deal is only about Iran’s nuclear program.

3

As diplomacy continues following the deal the U.S. and others can begin to
address Iran’s human rights abuses — including the imprisoned U.S. citizens
there. The deal also keeps sanctions in place against Iranian support for
terrorism. Rejecting this deal will only make it harder to negotiate on these
and other issues including Middle East security, trade, and arms embargoes.

Congress can jeopardize all of this progress.
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If Congress decides to reject a deal, it would also block the new
inspections, restrictions, and verification that are obtained through
this deal. Without a deal, Iran would have little incentive to scale back
its nuclear program, increasing the risk that the U.S. and Israel would
eventually attack Iran’s nuclear program, leading to a full-fledged war.
Turn over to learn what you can do »

5 WAYS YOU CAN
SUPPORT THE IRAN DEAL
1. Call your senator.

3. Work with the media.

Dial the Capitol Switchboard at 855-686-6927
and ask to be connected to your senator’s
office. You can use the following points to
make your call:

Write a letter to your local newspaper and
post comments on the newspaper’s website.
Let your community know that the Iran deal is
the best way to prevent Iran from developing
a nuclear weapon. Make sure to mention the
names of your senators and representative in
the letter. Get a sample letter to the editor at
fcnl.org/action/iranlte.

» My name is _____ and I’m a constituent
from [city], [state]. Please support the
nuclear deal with Iran.
» The agreement sets up the most
extensive inspections plan ever negotiated,
and it gives inspectors the access they
need to make sure Iran doesn’t cheat.
» Without the deal, all the new inspections
and restrictions on Iran’s nuclear program
go away.
» The deal is better than any of our other
options, and it’s the best way to prevent a
nuclear-armed Iran.
» Thank you.

2. Send an email.
Follow up your call with an email to your
members of Congress. You can use FCNL’s
sample email or write your own, but make sure
to state that you support the Iran deal. Write
your email at fcnl.org/action/iran.

4. Make a visit.
Meeting with staff face to face is a great way to
get attention to your concerns. Call your
senator’s office to request an appointment or
let them know you are coming by. Ask your
member to support the nuclear deal with Iran.
You can look up your senator’s local office
contact information on FCNL’s Congressional
Directory at fcnl.org/congress.

5. Support this work.
Critics of the deal are spending millions of
dollars to undermine diplomacy. FCNL and our
partners are working amplify the voices of the
millions of people who support the deal. We
must lobby louder and stronger in the days
ahead. Please help by making a donation today
at fcnl.org/donate.

Learn More: fcnl.org/iran

